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§ 4. Governments, however, are oftener changeable with having attempted,
too successfully, to make things dear, than with having aimed by wrong
means at making them cheap. The usual instrument for producing artificial
dearness is monopoly. To confer a monopoly upon a producer or leader, or
upon a set of producers or dealers not too numerous to combine, is to give
them the power of levying any amount of taxation on the public, for their
individual benefit, which will not make the public forego the use of the com-
modity.
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